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Kiquana Downer, who has a10-year old daughter, Heaven Coles, enrolled in the fifth grade at William Pinderhughes Elementary/Middle 
School, doesn't want to see the school in Sandtown-Winchester closed. 


Supporters turn out to 
speak for Pinderhughes 


Families call school targeted for closure a vital community resource 


By TALIA RICHMAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


In the tall brick building on Gold Street 
where her daughter attends fifth grade, 
Kiquana Downer says she has found 
something like an extended family. 

If she’s running low on food stamps, the 
single mother can pick up canned foods 
and fresh produce from the food pantry at 


William Pinderhughes Elementary/Mid- 
dle School in West Baltimore. There’s a 
closet in the school library where she can 
find a free winter coat for Heaven, her 
10-year-old daughter. She has taken a 
financial literacy course at the school, at 
which she learned the importance of 
building wealth — even if just by saving $5 
a month. The school also offers after- 
school and mental health programs, 


among other resources. 

But the future of the school is now in 
doubt. The Baltimore city school board is 
scheduled to vote Tuesday on whether to 
close seven city schools, Pinderhughes 
among them. Of the seven, only Pinder- 
hughes operates as a community school. 
The designation, held by roughly 50 city 
schools, means it offers intensive social 
See PINDERHUGHES, page 1 


/HANDOUT 
Detective Wendy Morton hugs 98-year-old 
Hazel Reed-Oden of Northeast Baltimore. 
The two women became friends in the 
final months of Reed-Oden’s life. 


All she wanted was 
somebody to talk to’ 


In her last days, widow, 98, befriended Baltimore cop 


By TIM PRUDENTE 
The Baltimore Sun 


She was born in the segregated South, 
and over 98 years outlived those old ways, 
three husbands and many friends in 
Baltimore. In the end, few remained to visit 
Hazel Reed-Oden. 

There was a devoted handyman. A 
nurse. A pastor. Happenstance brought 
Reed-Oden her final friend: the Baltimore 
police detective who sat in the back of the 


church Tuesday, dabbing her eyes. 
Detective Wendy Morton just happened 
to be patrolling Northeast Baltimore on the 
April day the lonely widow called 910 
because she couldn’t see. Morton’s routine 
stop led to regular visits with honey 
doughnuts, to midnight phone calls for 
“girl talks,” to dances around the house at 
which a great-grandmother showed a 
35-year-old how to shimmy to Marvin 
Gaye. 
See POLICE, page 11 
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Facing GOP critics, 
Rod Rosenstein denies 
there’s a ‘witch hunt’ 


By JOHN FRITZE 
The Baltimore Sun 


WASHINGTON — Deputy Attorney 
General Rod J. Rosenstein faced sharp 
questioning from congressional Republi- 
cans on Wednesday following revelations 
that two officials assigned to the Justice 
Department’s Russia probe exchanged text 
messages critical of Donald Trump during 
last year’s campaign. 

Rosenstein, the former U.S. attorney for 
Maryland, defended both the investigation 
and Robert S. Mueller III, the special 
counsel he appointed in May to oversee it. 
Testifying before the House Judiciary 
Committee, Rosenstein said he has seen no 
reason to fire Mueller from that job. 

The hearing came hours after the 
disclosure of text messages between an FBI 
counterintelligence agent assigned to 
Mueller’s team and an 
FBI lawyer on the same 
detail. The messages, sent 
before Mueller was ap- 
pointed as special coun- 
sel, show the two using 
words such as “idiot” and 
“loathsome” to describe 
Trump. One wrote on 
Election Day that the 
prospect of a Trump vic- 
tory was “terrifying” 

Rosenstein, sworn in as the No. 2 official 
in the Justice Department in April, has 
drawn both ire and praise from Democrats 
and from Republicans during his brief, 
tumultuous tenure. Democrats were livid at 
his role in the firing of former FBI Director 
James B. Comey in May. Republicans, 
meanwhile, have questioned his handling of 
the Russia case. 

Pressed by lawmakers during a hearing 
that ran over three hours, Rosenstein said 
he had not seen any reason to fire Mueller — 
a Si some speculate Trump has consid- 
ered. 

Trump has called the probe a “witch 
hunt.” Rosenstein claimed not to under- 
stand the words, but disputed them. “The 
special counsel’s investigation is not a witch 
hunt,” Rosenstein said. “The independence 
and integrity of the investigation is not 
going to be affected by anything that 
anybody says.” 

Still, the disclosure of messages critical of 
Trump has given ammunition to critics of 
See ROSENSTEIN, page 9 
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Pugh raises 
private funds for 
anti-violence 
program Roca 


By IAN DUNCAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Mayor Catherine Pugh said Wednesday 
that an anti-violence program that focuses 
on the most troubled teenage boys and 
young men is coming to Baltimore, thanks 
to $10 million donated by charities and 
business leaders. 

Pugh had been seeking $16 million to 
bring the program, called Roca, to Balti- 
more for four years. She received commit- 
ments from several private foundations 
totaling $3.5 million, and at a meeting with 
the Greater Baltimore Committee last week 
secured $6.5 million more from businesses. 

Pugh had also sought assistance from the 
state. The mayor, a Democrat, said Wednes- 
day that the state hadn’t committed money, 
but Gov. Larry Hogan, a Republican, said he 
hasn’t ruled it out. If state money isn’t made 
available, city officials will look into their 
own budget to make up the $6 million gap, 
according to a briefing document on the 
See ROCA, page Il 
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FATAL FIRE: A woman and a 4-year-old 
girl were killed — and a 5-year-old girl was 
in critical condition — after a house fire 
Wednesday morning in the 700 block of 
E. Cold Spring Lane in Northeast Balti- 
more. NEWS PG2 


NATION & WORLD 


TAX BILL: Republican leaders in Con- 
gress said Wednesday that they have 
reached an agreement to reconcile the 
House and Senate versions of their tax cut 
plan. NEWS PG 5 


JUDGES: The Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tee’s top Republican says two of President 
Donald Trump’s nominees for the federal 
bench will not be confirmed. NEWS PG 8 
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Cloudy, cold on Friday SPORTS PG 8 
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